[TT1] Lightweight Linux
Distributions for Reviving
Old Hardware

This page highlights Linux distributions specifically
designed to run efficiently on older or resource-constrained
hardware. These systems are ideal for breathing new life
into legacy laptops, desktops, or low-spec devices while

maintaining decent usability, speed, and sometimes even
modern software support.

5 1. Puppy Linux

e Website: https://puppylinux.com/

e Description: Ultra-lightweight and fast. Boots entirely into RAM for fast performance,

even on systems with as little as 256MB RAM. Offers various versions based on Ubuntu,
Debian, or Void.

s 2. Tiny Core Linux

e Website: http://tinycorelinux.net/

e Description: One of the smallest Linux distros in existence (~11MB for Core). Offers a
modular system where users can add only what they need. Ideal for advanced users
building highly customized systems.
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s 3. antiX

e Website: https://antixlinux.com/

e Description: A fast, systemd-free Debian-based distribution that runs well on machines
with as little as 256MB of RAM. Includes tools for old hardware detection and has a focus
on efficiency.

s 4. Bodhi Linux

o Website: https://www.bodhilinux.com/
e Description: A minimalistic Ubuntu-based distro that uses the Moksha desktop
environment. Lightweight but still provides a visually pleasant experience.

> 5. LXLE

o Website: https://www.Ixle.net/

e Description: Based on Ubuntu/Lubuntu LTS releases, LXLE offers a lightweight
experience with a familiar desktop layout and enhanced performance for aging
computers.

s 6. Slax

e Website: https://www.slax.org/

o Description: A portable, fast, and modular Linux OS based on Debian. It can run from
USB or CD with persistence support, making it ideal for quick-use scenarios or repurposed
devices.

s 7. Linux Lite

o Website: https://www.linuxliteos.com/
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e Description: Designed to ease Windows users into Linux. Based on Ubuntu LTS with a
simple XFCE desktop and low system requirements. Runs well on older laptops.

[]Summary

These distributions are excellent for:

Refurbishing and reusing old laptops/desktops
Setting up lightweight workstations
Educational or kiosk setups

Low-resource VMs or embedded applications
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